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Synopsis

A joint biography of John Foster Dulles and Allen Dulles, who led the United States into an unseen
war that decisively shaped today’s worldDuring the 1950s, when the Cold War was at its peak, two
immensely powerful brothers led the United States into a series of foreign adventures whose effects
are still shaking the world.John Foster Dulles was secretary of state while his brother, Allen Dulles,
was director of the Central Intelligence Agency. In this book, Stephen Kinzer places their
extraordinary lives against the background of American culture and history. He uses the framework
of biography to ask: Why does the United States behave as it does in the world?"The Brothers"
explores hidden forces that shape the national psyche, from religious piety to Western
movies--many of which are about a noble gunman who cleans up a lawless town by killing bad
guys. This is how the Dulles brothers saw themselves, and how many Americans still see their
country’s role in the world. Propelled by a quintessentially American set of fears and delusions, the
Dulles brothers launched violent campaigns against foreign leaders they saw as threats to the
United States. These campaigns helped push countries from Guatemala to the Congo into long
spirals of violence, led the United States into the Vietnam War, and laid the foundation for decades
of hostility between the United States and countries from Cuba to Iran. The story of the Dulles
brothers is the story of America. It illuminates and helps explain the modern history of the United

States and the world. A "Kirkus Reviews "Best Nonfiction Book of 2013
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Customer Reviews



You know those reviews clips, headlines or ads that say "Must Read" or, "...if you only read one
book this year..."| have to say, with all the books I've read before and am reading currently, this one
is absolutely the most eye-opening, informative and provocative one I've come across in many
years.And--after all I've read about American politics and culture--after all the experts I've
interviewed on my radio show... | shouldn’t be shocked any more. But the scope of insanity,
corruption and hypocrisy revealed in this history of the Dulles brothers is, in fact, truly shocking.Just
when you thought you knew just how bad the United States has been in the world, you come across
a history like this and you suddenly become aware of the real depths to which "our" government has
sunk in subverting decency, freedom and democracy all over the world.George W. Bush asked the
question after 9/11-- "Why do they hate us?" The answer he came up with was, "Because of our
Freedoms." When you read this book, you come face to face for the real reasons THEY (most of the
rest of the world) hate us. It's because these Bush’s "freedoms" are only for the United States, no
other non-white, non-Christian, non-corporate cultures need apply.The missionary Christian,
Corporatism of the Dulles Brothers--John, the former head of the largest corporate law firm in the
world, then Secretary of State, and his brother Allen, the head of the CIA all the way from Korea
through Vietnam--constitutes the true behavioral DNA of America-in-the-world. It's enough to make
you weep for the billions of people this country has deprived of freedom and security for the last
sixty years.| grew up practically in love with America and the Declaration of Independence. When |
was a kid the USA had just beaten the Nazis. | saw the picture of the marines raising the flag at lwo
Jima. | knew men in my neighborhood that had liberated concentration camps.But they never taught
us the real history of America in high school and barely at all in college. If they had given us a clear
picture of our true history, there never would have been a Vietnam in the first place--and no Iraq or
Afghanistan either; Global Banks wouldn’t have gotten away with stealing all our money and
crashing our economy and Christian fundamentalist and corporate puppets wouldn’t have taken
over our government.Karma is real. You can’t steal a whole country, kill and enslave tens of millions
of human beings, assassinate democratically elected leaders of countries, bribe and corrupt foreign
governments, train the secret police and arm the military of dictators for decades-- You cannot do all
this and escape the judgment and the punishment of history.This book is, in fact, a MUST READ...
for anyone who wants to know what their taxes have paid for in the last half century--for anyone who
wants to know just exactly why the rest of the world wants either to attack us or throw us out of their
countries. And a must read for anyone who no longer wishes their "representatives” in Washington
to keep facilitating the stealing and killing all over the world and call it American Exceptionalism.I'll

also add that Stephen Kinzer is also a terrific writer; clear, articulate, factual and dramatic. His inside



the inner circle revelations of the Dulles brothers and their crimes is morbidly page-turning.

The book is fascinating and gripping. | couldn’t put it down. It goes a long way in explaining the
plight in which the United States finds itself today.The book’s general focus is on the actions of the
CIA and the State Department during the early period of the Cold War, specifically 1947 through the
late 1960s and the role that the Dulles brothers played during that period of time. John Foster Dulles
was serving as Secretary of State and Allen Dulles was serving as director of the CIA. The book
specifically focuses on six regime-change operations during the Dulles brothers’ tenure: Iran,
Guatemala, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cuba, and the Congo, including the first presidentially authorized
assassinations of foreign leaders in American history.We live in a time today when many Americans
exalt the national-security state. They honestly believe that if it weren’t for the big standing army, the
overseas military empire, the CIA, and the NSA, the United States wouldn’t exist for very long.
Without the national-security state, these Americans honestly believe, America would quickly fall to
the communists, the terrorists, the illegal aliens, the drug dealers, or some combination thereof. They
sing the praises of the troops and automatically assume that the more people they kill over there,
they safer we are here at home. They glorify the CIA, even while not knowing exactly what it's
doing--and, more important, not wanting to know. They like the fact that the NSA is spying on them
but would prefer not knowing that it's spying on them. They simply cannot imagine living the life that
our American ancestors lived for more than a century and a half before World War Il --a life without
a national security state.Such Americans block out of their minds the fact that a free society and a
national-security state are irreconcilable. In fact, they’ve convinced themselves that they’re free
because of the national security state.Books like Kinzer’s help to pierce through the falsehoods and
misconceptions about the military and the CIA that grip the minds of so many Americans. The book
shows how the United States veered off into a different direction after World War Il, a direction
involving much dark-side activity that the national-security state kept secret from the American
people and which the American people, for their part, simply didn’t want to know about.It was all
justified under fighting the communists or, more specifically, keeping America safe and secure from
America’s World War Il partner and ally, the Soviet Union, which supposedly was orchestrating a
worldwide communist movement designed to conquer and control the entire world.There was the
CIA’s coup in Iran, which ousted the popular Mohammad Mossadegh from power and reinstalled the
brutal dictatorial regime of the Shah. There was the CIA’s ouster of the democratically elected
president of Guatemala and his replacement by a brutal military dictatorship. There was the CIA’s

instigation of a horrific civil war in Indonesia. There was the CIA’s plan to assassinate the leader of



the Congo. There was the CIA’s coup and the assassination of the U.S.-appointed leader of South
Vietnam. There was the CIA’s invasion of Cuba and repeated assassination attempts on the life of
Fidel Castro.Never mind that there were other factors involved, such as the nationalization of British
oil interests in Iran or the nationalization of land in Guatemala belonging to a U.S. corporation with
which the Dulles brothers had close ties. And never mind that Third World rulers simply wanted to
stay out of Cold War politics. What mattered was that whenever any foreign ruler didn’t do what U.S.
officials wanted him to do, that made his regime a Cold War enemy and, therefore, subject to
regime-change, including through assassination. The mindset was "If you’re not with us, then you’re
against us." Neutrality was out of the question.And never mind that Americans and others around
the world are still suffering the horrific results of these regime-change operations. Just look at the
state of U.S.-Iran relations. Or the hundreds of thousands of graves in Guatemala as a result of the
civil war that the CIA’s coup brought about. Or the continuous brutal U.S. embargo against Cuba. Or
the families who still grieve the loss of loved ones in Vietnam and here in the United States.It was all
a new direction for America, a dark direction, one that the American people had never before
engaged in. And it was all justified under the rubric of "the communist threat," specifically the
supposed danger that the communists were everywhere and were coming to get us and take over
our country, much like we hear about the terrorists today.Why is this early period of the Cold War so
relevant to today? Because the foreign policy-civil liberties woes that America faces today are
rooted in that period. That's why that an understanding of that period is so critically important to
understanding what we need to do to extricate ourselves from the morass in which we find
ourselves. Restoring the right direction for our nation, a direction based on sound moral, economic,
and legal principles, necessarily entails an examination of where American went wrong after World
War Il.Another great book about this period isA The War State: The Cold War Origins Of The
Military-Industrial Complex And The Power Elite, 1945-1963A by Michael Swanson. That book
provides the best summary of the military component of the national-security state during the Cold
War. If you read both books--The War State and The Brothers -- you will have an almost perfect
understanding of how we got into this mess, what the mess has done to our nation, and what we

need to do to get out.--Jacob Hornberger, president, The Future of Freedom Foundation
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